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Grande Traversée, Chile 
 

Itinerary 

Day 1 

On your arrival to the Bariloche International Airport, 

a driver will take you to your downtown hotel.  

Tonight, you stay at the Milan Hotel in Bariloche, 

(Beschtedt 128, 8400 San Carlos de Bariloche. Phone 

+54 294 442-2624) 

Bariloche is situated on the shore of Lake Nahuel 

Huapi and is a popular ski resort town surrounded by 

mountains. Depending on your arrival flight you may 

have the chance to explore the area and get great 

views from the Cerro Otto or to do any last-minute 

shopping before the ride. Now is the time to check 

you have everything you need for the trip, because 

once the ride has started you will not have access to 

shops, pharmacies or cash points. Lunch is to your 

account today. 

At 6pm you will meet your guide and have a full 

briefing for the following days before heading for 

dinner at a traditional restaurant.  

Your guide will bring a waterproof bag into which you 

need to pack what you will need for the next few days 

(10kg maximum) until you are reunited with your main 

bags at the border crossing. You will also be given a 

saddlebag so you can pack what you will need for the 

day ahead.  

Please note that the day to day itinerary may change 

depending on weather and other local weather 

conditions, but always with your best interests in 

mind.  

 

Day 2 - Bariloche to Cerro David 

After breakfast you will drive towards Pichileufú, a 

journey of around 45 minutes.  

Meet your horses and the equipment is checked. 

Depart through the summer pastures of several large 

estancias. This is a landscape of gentle hills and 

grassland.  

The ride leads you into the heart of the pre-cordillera 

between steep mountain ranges and infinite steppes.  

After a picnic lunch in a ‘puesto’ of one of the 

estancias, continue riding across open landscapes 

towards the foothills.  

 

Dinner and camp overnight.  

Riding time c. 5-6 hours.  

Day 3 – Cerro David to Foyel Arriba 

After breakfast the route takes you through gently 

rolling hills and large valleys. Then you begin 

ascending along a path used by locals to move their 

cattle and arrive at “Paso sin Nombre” 1,700m above 

sea-level.  

Lunch will be a picnic along the way. 

The views open out and a large valley in the middle of 

the mountain chain appears - this is the Alto Chubut.  
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Continue riding until you reach an idyllic spot 

surrounded by ancient native beach forests.  

Dinner and overnight in a mountain refuge.  

Riding time c. 6-8 hours.  

Day 4 – Foyel Arriba to Veranada Miranda 

Today’s route descends towards the Alto Chubut 

Valley.  

Lunch will be a picnic along the way.  

 

Follow tributaries of the Chubut River which yesterday 

seemed to be a mere stream, but today becomes 

more impressive as you get closer to its source. The 

landscape is varied and wild.  

Dinner and camp overnight on the banks of the river. 

Riding time c. 5-6 hours.  

Day 5 – Veranada Miranda to El Sapucai  

After breakfast, set off on horseback. Leave behind 

the forests and rocky mountain ranges of the Alto 

Chubut.  

 

Pass close by an abandoned gold mine and perhaps 

have the chance to meet the Miranda Family, who live 

nearby.  

Lunch will be a picnic along the way.  

Continue riding for around two hours before arriving 

at the mountain refuge of El Sapucai, where a shower 

awaits.  

Dinner and overnight in tepees at El Sapucai.  

Riding time c. 5-6 hours.  

Day 6 – Circular Ride from El Sapucai  

Today’s ride takes you up to the top of a plateau. Your 

Criollo horses are sure to impress as they handle the 

marshy ground, forest and rocky terrain with ease.  

From the top of the plateau, there are far-reaching 

views of the Andes.  

Lunch is a picnic at 1,800m above sea-level, against a 

snowy backdrop. 

After lunch, begin your descent and ride through 

ancient forest lands before arriving back at El Sapucai. 

Dinner and overnight in tepees at El Sapucai.  

Riding time c. 5-6 hours.  

Day 7 - El Sapucai to Las Bandurrias Island 

This is the last day with your Argentine Criollo horses. 

This morning’s route takes you across small cattle 

farms in the Alto Chubut area, where people live all 

year round.  
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On reaching an old school, share a last picnic and say 

goodbye to your horses and the Argentinian 

baqueanos. 

From here you are transferred by road to the small 

village of Lago Puelo (a journey of c.2 hours). This area 

is known for its production of berries such as 

raspberries and cherries, as well as hops for beer 

production.  

You are reunited with your main luggage which you 

left in Bariloche and you keep it with you for the next 

two nights.  

Complete Argentine customs procedures, then board 

the boat to navigate across two lakes – Lago Puelo in 

Argentina and Lago Inferior in Chile – and the rapids 

between them. The boat journey is around 50 

minutes.  

After getting off the boat there is a 15-minute walk to 

reach the Chilean border checkpoint. After the 

customs procedure, you take another boat (20 

minutes) to Las Bandurrias Island on Las Rocas Lake.  

NB: You MUST be careful to retain the immigration 

paper you will be given on entering Chile as you will 

need to present this to passport control in Santiago 

when you depart the country. 

On Las Bandurrias you are surrounded by an 

outstanding landscape of crystal-clear waters and a 

temperate forest that sits in stark contrast with the 

steppe. A friendly and warm welcome will wait for you 

at Las Bandurrias.  

 

Dinner and overnight at Bandurrias Island. 

Riding time c. 2 hours.  

Day 8 - Day Ride to Lago Azul 

Today, leave the island to meet your Chilean horses 

and the baqueanos down by the shores of Las Rocas 

Lake. There should be time for a quick stop at the farm 

La Colina, to see local farm life first-hand.  

After traversing a small mountain range, reach the 

shores of Lago Azul where you stop for a picnic lunch. 

 

In the afternoon, ride along narrow trails through 

Valdivian forest, with very diverse vegetation that’s 

found in very few Chilean regions.  
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The ground may be wet and steep in places as you ride 

through ancient trees amongst the majestic 

mountains.  

At the end of the ride, take a short boat trip back to 

Las Bandurrias Island. 

Dinner and overnight at Bandurrias Island. 

Riding time c. 5-6 hours. 

Day 9 - Las Bandurrias Island to Las Rosas 

Today the journey continues through forest paths until 

you reach the source of the Puelo River. Cross the 

river, with the horses swimming alongside.  

 

Continue along woodland paths and beside the Puelo 

River until you reach the mountain settlement of 

Segundo Corral. Ascend a mountain and then stop for 

a picnic lunch close to the Las Mellizas (twin) lagoons, 

which are surrounded by mountains. 

In the afternoon, descend into the Ventisqueros Valley 

and ford the river on horseback.  

Dinner and overnight at the house of settlers, near the 

Puelo River. 

At some point today you will be asked to separate 

your luggage again. The clothes you need for the next 

four nights will go into waterproof sacks. You will not 

see your main luggage again until Day 13.  

Riding time c. 5-6 hours.  

Day 10 – Las Rosas to Ventisqueros 

After breakfast, continue riding into the Ventisqueros 

Valley. There are wonderful landscapes and a real 

sense of adventure to enjoy today. Cross the river 

several times on horseback.  

 

Few people live in this area, but those who do rely on 

cattle breeding.  

Lunch will be a picnic on the banks of the river. In the 

afternoon, continue along the valley until you reach 

your next overnight stop, where you spend the next 

two nights. 

Dinner and overnight at a local farm.   

Riding time c. 6-7 hours. 

Day 11 – Ride in Ventisqueros Valley 

Today’s ride ventures further into the valley, with 

beautiful views of the Ventisqueros glacier. The route 

crosses the property of the very first settler to the 

area.  

 

Follow trails through forests and alongside rivers. 

Cross the river several times and then ride through 

alerce woodland (Fitzroya Cupresoyde). The views are 

stunning, and the environment is pristine, but nobody 

lives in this remote place 

Lunch will be a picnic near the Raquelita River.  

Return to the farm for a second night. There should be 

time for a swim in the river during the afternoon.  

Dinner and overnight at a local farm.   
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Riding time c. 5-6 hours. 

Day 12 – Ventisqueros to Las Rosas 

Today the route continues towards the Puelo River. 

Encounter forests, open pampas, rivers and waterfalls.  

Lunch will be a picnic on the banks of the Ventisqueros 

River.  

 

This afternoon you leave the valley behind and cross 

several rural properties. The vegetation changes and 

gets denser in certain parts of the trail.  

Today’s ride ends at Las Rosas, where you spent the 

evening on Day 9.  

Dinner and overnight at the house of settlers, near the 

Puelo River. 

Riding time c. 6-7 hours.  

Day 13 – Las Rosas to Puerto Varas 

A relaxing morning followed by a short ride (c. 1 hour) 

along the Puelo River to Puerto Urrutia. The horses 

will swim one last time across the river whilst the 

riders go by boat. Say your farewells to the horses and 

baqueanos. Then have a picnic lunch and commence 

the journey back to civilisation. 

 

 

It is about a one-hour drive to the ferry which takes 

about 45 minutes to take you to the other side of the 

Tagua-Tagua Lake. Then continue by vehicle to Puerto 

Varas (c. 4 hours). This long journey is along the 

beautiful Reloncavi Fjord. You will see Lake Llanquihue 

and have views of the Osorno and Calbuco volcanoes 

and the Vicente Perez Rosales National Park. 

By early evening, arrive into Puerto Varas. This is a 

town with a distinctly German feel, as some of its first 

settlers were German. It is a picturesque place, on the 

edge of Lake Llanquihue and with views to four 

volcanoes.  

Farewell dinner and overnight in a hotel.  

Day 14:  

After breakfast transfer to Puerto Montt airport for 

your flight home. 

 

 


